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Unemployment falls 52,000
to 1.4 million but leaves
the jobless rate unchanged
at 4.3%. This keeps it at
the lowest rate since the
middle of 1975, nearly 40
years. Employment Minister
Damian Hinds said: “Our
economy is helping to create
full-time, permanent jobs
which are giving people
across the UK the chance of
securing a reliable income.
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Who

Changes in number of unemployed people between June to August 2016
and June to August 2017, seasonally adjusted (thousands of people)
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Increasing inflation and a lack of
distinct wage growth are not a
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young where there is now

How much

Stephen Clarke, an Economic
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Bank: “this should underpin a
modest acceleration in wage
growth over time”.
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How

Changes in number of people in employment between June to August
2016 and June to August 2017, seasonally adjusted (‘000s)

The increase in employment of
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to demonstrate low hiring
intention with only an increase

months has been 100% fueled
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by full-time employment, in fact
103% as the number of part time

of 2,000 roles in the last year.
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This is a direct reaction to the
uncertainty the sector is facing

workers actually fell and dragged
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however, as a significant

manufacturing sector is taking

proportion of this continues

advantage of the weak pound

year ago, a rise of 1.5% compared
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to do so. This is probably

258k

19%

27%

Public Administration

Education

to increase production and

Employed vs Self-employed

70,000 more self-employed
workers in the economy than a
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to less than 1% for employees.

also supporting growth in the
transport and storage sector.
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During the economic slowdown
Manufacturing &
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this trend was attributed to
people starting companies due
to a lack of employment options,

Accommodation &
Food services

in this climate it is more likely to
be an indicator of the growth of
the gig economy.
By no means are all 4.86 million
self-employed workers employed
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in the gig economy but Uber
current employs more than a
third of all London licensed taxi
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Where

Regional unemployment rates (seasonally adjusted)
for June to August 2017

Unemployment rates by region, seasonally adjusted, June to August 2017

The South of England is seeing the
lowest unemployment levels currently
but London sits apart from that with

North East

5.8%

West Midlands
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a rate that is considerably higher than
the UK average – this is despite a fall
this month. Uncertainty over Brexit is
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likely to be a contributor towards this.
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Wales saw a large fall in unemployment
to leave the level below the UK
average at 4%, this is somewhat

North East (-0.2%)

misleading as nearly a quarter of
the working age population are not

Yorkshire and
Humberside (-0.1%)

classed unemployed as they are not
even looking for work according to
Sebastian Burnside, Senior Economist

North West (0.1%)
East Midlands (0.4%)

at NatWest.
“There has been strong job creation in
Wales but the headline unemployment
number probably overstates the
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strength of the labour market because
we have a lot of people who are
inactive,” he said.
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