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The UK is now enjoying the
lowest unemployment for
more than forty years, the
last time it was this low was
Spring of 1975. At the same
time UK wage growth fell
further behind inflation,
effectively meaning another
fall in household income.
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This report covers the data released by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). All statistics relate to the period April to June 2017, unless otherwise stated.
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How much

Changes in number of unemployed people between March to May 2016
and March to May 2017, seasonally adjusted (thousands of people)
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longer the real wage squeeze
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Most employed people are not in full-time education, most people in full time education
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continues the greater the risk
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How

Changes in number of people in employment between March to May 2016
and March to May 2017, seasonally adjusted (‘000s)

Figures continue to show the
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The workforce continues to
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sectors during the last year

employment whilst the number
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demonstrating confidence and
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the workforce has shrunk over
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the future of the industry in this
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their potential rather than just
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of the economy as employers

growing those individuals and
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The key now will be to invest in
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country following the results
of the EU referendum – the
workforce could fall yet further

growth and get wages rising.
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in the next year.
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The average person worked
32.1 hours a week between
March and May 2017, down

Accommodation &
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from an unusually high 32.4
over Christmas. When only
considering those that work
full-time that figure rises to
37.5 hours per week.

The number of employees increased by 337,000 to reach 27 million
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end of the EU scale, higher than
countries such as Germany,

39

Admin & Support
service activities

41

Transport &
Storage

Holland and France but far
The number of self-employed people decreased by 14,000 to reach 4.8 million
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Where

Regional unemployment rates (seasonally adjusted)
for March to May 2017

Unemployment rates by region, seasonally adjusted, March to May 2017

Only one region saw unemployment
rise during the period March to May
2017 – the West Midlands. As the
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North East

period showed the strongest jobs
growth in over a year this is perhaps
unsurprising but certainly encouraging.
Scottish received a shot in the arm as
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unemployment fell to a 25-year low
after a big drop to 3.8% that sees it far
below the UK average.
Economy secretary Keith Brown said:
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“When considered alongside the
fact that last week’s GDP stats show
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quarter to be four times that of the
UK, this is further evidence of the
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